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Appendix A: TT Panels and Ports presents labelled drawings of
the TT's side and rear panels

Appendix B: Pointer Control Quick Reference is a chart
describing pointer actions and how to achieve them using the
mouse or keyboard Keep this chart near the system for quick
reference

Appendix C: Advanced Hard Disk Utilities describes how to
use the hard disk drive utilities

Appendix D: Troubleshooting and Preventive Maintenance
offers solutions to problems you may encounter while connecting or
operating the TT computer. The appendix includes guidelines for
proper maintenance of the computer system

Appendix E: TT Computer Specifications summarizes the
major features and requirements of the TT computer

Appendix F: Connector Pinout Specifications shows the pin
assignments of the computer ports

Appendix G: Power Connection in the United Kingdom
provides additional setup instructions for TT computer owners in the
United Kingdom

Glossary defines common technical terms used in this manual as
they relate to your computer

Index helps you locate terms and procedures used or explained in
the manual.

Customer Support tells where to find more information about the
Atan TT computer as well as other Atari computer products
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Using This Manual

Operating your computer is easy This manual explains in clear
nontechnical language how to operate your computer After you
become familiar with the computer use this manual as a reference
guide to indivirtual procedures and specific iInformation

Computer owriers living in the United Kingdom should refer to
Appendix G 'or additional instructions when connecting their system

A summary o' 2ach manual section follows

Chapter One Getting Started familiarizes you with the
components a2f the computer system This chapter explains how 1o
unpack the cemputer and connect the system components. and
explores the major features and available options

Chapter Two Using the TT ntroduces more basic computer
concepts describes how to start up and switch off your system. and
discusses the GEM Desktop environment

Chapter Three: Basic Skills Tutorial expiains how tc use the
elements of the GEM desktop to manage information. both on
screen and or: disk The tutorial teaches now 1o use the cursor
work with windows. copy and delete icons toiders and files. and
tormat a flcopy disk

Chapter Four: Advanced Desktop continues where the tutona!

lett oft and =»piains advanced aesktop functions suct: as updating
a directory display. entering information when a diaiog =ox displays
and advanced menu bar commands

Chapter Five Directories, Folders, and Files teaches you all
about files lenames folders and directory structures This chapter
also explains how to use files and directories (folders) to develop
and maintain an efficient working environment

Chapter Six Desk Accessories explains how to install and use

desk accessories, and also describes in detail the Control Panel
desk accessory included with your system

Getting Started
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Built-in Floppy Disk Drive

Your computer comes with a built-in double-sided floppy disk drive
The floppy disk drive slot is located on the computer’s front panel

The built-in floppy drive is known as drive A. However. the desktop
displays two floppy disk icons, A and B. In systems with only one
floppy disk drive, the built-in floppy drive acts as both drive A and
drive B

Built-in Hard Disk Drive

A hard disk drive stores much more information and transmits that
information faster than a floppy disk drive. The hard disk is a rigid
plate coated with a substance which can receive and store data
The disk is sealed into the drive, protected from dust and physical
damage. As the drive spins the disk at a very high speed,
information is written to or read from the disk. Read/write heads.
similar to those on a tape player or VCR. cruise across the disk and
read or write information without actually making contact with the
disk. Information on your hard disk is transferred to and from the
computer's memory through electronic circuitry.

Your built-in hard disk was formatted and partitioned at the factory
and is ready to use. If you would like more detailed information
about the utilities on the Advanced Hard Disk Ultilities Disk,
including how to reformat or repartition your hard disk, see Appendix
C, TT Advanced Hard Disk Ulilities.

You can also connect additional hard disk drives to your computer.
(See AcCsI and scsl)

Reset Button V4

The reset button restarts the computer without switching it off
Restarting the computer this way is known as a warmboot. You can
also perform a warmstart by pressing [Control] [Alternate] [Delete] .

Getting Started
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Connecting the Monitor ’;

First connect the monitor's video cable into the monitor (if not
already attached) Connect the other end of the cable to the
Monitor port on the back panel of the computer Use of an adaptor
plug (supplied with the monitor) may be required

Connect the power cable to the back of the monitor. then insert the
plug into a grounded wall outlet or power strip (Consult the manual
supplied with the monitor for further information )

Power Cable

The computer s power cable provides power to the computer and
the built-in (internal) disk drives. The green light on the computer
hights up when power to the computer Is switched on The disk drive
busy light i1s it when the drive 1s sending. receiving. or saving data.

Connecting the Power Cable

(@) | ~o

The On/Off switch turns the The power cable connects the
computer on and off, 1 is on, computer to the electrical

O is off outlet.

Toggle the computer s power switch to the off position Remove the
protective insert from the floppy disk drive. Connect one end of the
power cable into the jack marked Power on the back panel of the
computer. Then insert the cable's three-pronged plug into a
grounded wall outlet or power strip

Getting Started
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Special Notations

Characters enclosed by square brackets ([']) represent keys on the
computer keyboard. Sometimes a procedure requires you to use
two or more keys at the same time. For example. [Control] [X]
means to hold down the [Control] key while you press the [X] key

Paragraphs marked Note or Warning appear throughout the

manual
0 Note: Notes contain useful hints and other information
relevant to the topic being discussed
@ Warning: Warnings alert you to potential problems and

suggest ways to avoid those problems

SETTING UP YOUR SYSTEM

Set up your system in a workspace that is both healthy for the
computer and comfortable for you. Choose a workspace with a
sturdy. level surface close to an electrical outlet, with plenty of room
for airflow around the system Protect the system from dust, grease
extreme temperatures. direct sunlight, and high humidity. An
environment that works well for a television or stereo system will
also suit the computer

Carefully unpack the computer console, keyboard, mouse. and
monitor Remove all packing materials (including the protective
inserts in the floppy disk drive and the mouse) and save them for
storing or shipping the system later Then follow the instructions in
this section for connecting the system

Note: You will find labelled diagrams of the TT's panels and ports
in Appendix F, TT Panels and Porls

Getting Started
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Cartridge Slot

Cartridges containing programs can be inserted into the cartridge
slot. Cartridges contain all the memory needed for running the
cartridge program_ A single cartridge can contain up to 131,072
bytes (128 kilobytes) of program information The system
recognizes the cartridge slot as drive ¢

Inserting a Cartridge

Switch off the computer and all peripherals. Insert the cartridge.
label side up. nto the cartridge slot. Switch on your system The
program on the cartridge loads automatically

Quick Start

You have connected your system. and you know some information
about your computer's basic components and features The
following section describes additional ports and expansion slots and
explains how to connect various peripheral devices It you have no
devices to connect and you wish to start your system now. skip
ahead to Starting your System in Chapter Two

TT PORTS AND EXPANSION SLOTS

The panels on your computer contain ports A port 1s an entryway
into your computer through which you can connect peripheral
devices such as printers and hard disk drives Your computer
communicates with peripheral devices by sending and receiving
signals through the ports. Small icons identify most ports. This
section discusses each port and its use. (See Appendix A, TT Panels
and Ports. for labelled drawings )

Your computer also contains a VMEDbus expansion slot. You can

connect high speed VME devices 10 your computer through this
expansion slot

Getting Started
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@

Switch off your computer and all peripheral devices before
connecting any new peripheral device Some peripheral cables
have small retaining screws or clips on the sides of the connector
Tighten the screws or attach the clips to maintain a strong
connection between the computer and the peripheral This will also
help eliminate interference which might affect television or radio
reception in the area

Warning: Never touch the exposed contacts on any port or
expansion slot. Static electricity could harm the sensitive electronics
inside the computer

External Floppy Disk Drive

o

In addition to the floppy disk drive built into the computer. you can
connect a second. external floppy disk drive This second floppy
disk drive can be either the Atari SF314 or 354 double sided 3V2-
inch disk drive or the Atari PCF554 5%-inch disk drive A second
disk drive makes copy operations. and data storage and retrieval
more convenient.

Note: The Atari PCF554 5Va-inch disk drive lets you use MS-DOS
format compatible 5%4-inch data disks with your computer. You
must install a special device recognition program to use this drive
with your computer Contact Atari Customer Support or your dealer
for more information

Connecting an External Floppy Disk Drive \9

Switch off the computer and all peripherals and remove the
protective insert from the disk drive. Connect one end of the floppy
disk drive's interface cable into the port labeled Floppy Disk on the
back panel of the computer Connect the other end into the port
labeled In on the back of the drive. Insert the round plug on the
drive's power adaptor into the jack labeled Power on the back of the
disk drive. Then insert the power adaptor's three-pronged plug into
a grounded wall outlet or power strip.

Note: You can connect only one external floppy disk drive to the
computer system. The computer always refers to the external
floppy disk drive as drive B

Getting Started
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Connecting an Electronic Musical Instrument . ¥

Connect a MIDI instrument to the Midi In and Midi Out ports on the
left side panel. Refer to your MIDI instrument's manual for

instructions.

Getting Started
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SCSI

The Small Computer Systems Interface (SCSI) port is a standard
bus used to connect any SCSI printer or storage device to your
computer. You can daisy chain (see ACSI) up to seven SCSI
devices to your computer.

Connecting an External SCSI Device G—

Switch off the computer and all peripherals. Connect one end of the
SCS| device's interface cable to the port labeled SCSI on the back
panel of the computer. Connect the other end of the interface cable
to the port on the back of the SCSI device. Connect the power
cable to the power jack on the back of the SCSI device, then insert
the three-pronged plug into a grounded wall outlet or power strip.

VMEbus

You can install @ VME card into the VME-compatible Eurocard
(A24. D16) expansion slot. Use the VMEbus for high speed
asynchronous parallel data transfer between the computer and any
VME device. For complete instructions on how to connect a VME
device to your computer, consult the device's owner's manual.

Stereo

A stereo amplifier connected to the RCA stereo ports on your
computer provide stereo sound when used with software that
supports this feature. The 8-bit digital-to-analog sound converters
contain hardware filters to prevent digital distortions (such as
aliasing), resulting in realistic Pulse Code Modulated (PCM) sound.

Connecting a sound system also improves the sound quality of
software not specifically designed to take advantage of stereo.

Getting Started
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ACSI (DMA)

The Atari Computer Systems Interface (ACSI) port is a high speed
Direct Memory Access (DMA) interface. The DMA chip in your
computer allows connected DMA devices to communicate directly
with the computer's memory, without having to go through the CPU.
The DMA chip transfers data much faster than the CPU can, and
using the DMA chip frees the CPU for other tasks. s
You can attach an Atari DMA hard disk drive, Atari SLM laser
printer, CDAR504 compact disc drive or other high-speed DMA
peripheral to this port. You can daisy-chain up to four DMA devices
to the computer through the DMA port.

el i, . ad, *‘
Daisy-chaining is a way to connect more than one peripheral device
to a single port. The first device in the chain connects to the
computer, and the rest of the devices in the chain connect to each
other. For example, device A would connect to the computer,

device B would connect to device A, device C would connect to
device B, and so on. See the manual supplied with the peripheral

for more detailed information.

Connecting a DMA Device 9 =

Switch off the computer and all peripherals. Connect one end of the
DMA device's interface cable to the port labeled DMA on the back
panel of the computer. Connect the other end of the interface cable
to the IN port on the back of the DMA device. Connect the power
cable to the power jack on the back of the device, then insert the
three-pronged plug into a grounded wall outlet or power strip.

Printer

The Printer port is a standard parallel interface. You can attach
almost any parallel printer to this port. (Refer to the manual
supplied with your printer for further instructions.) However, you
must use the ACSI port to connect an Atari laser printer.

Getting Started
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JNATARI"
Copyright © 1990, Atari Corporatibn

Sunnyvale. CA 94089-1302
All rights reserved.

€301970-001 REV. A .

Printed in Taiwan.
1990. 10. C.C.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Like any electrical appliance. the Atari TT computer uses and produces radio-
frequency energy If not installed and used according to the instructions in this manual.
the equipment may cause interference with your radio and/or television reception

If you believe that this equipment is causing interference. try switching it on and off. If

the interference problem stops when the equipment is switched off. then the

equipment is probably causing the problem. With the equipment switched on. you may

be able to correct the problem by trying one or more of the following measures:

» Adjust the position of the radio or television antenna.

* Reposition the equipment in relation to the radio or television set

* Plug the equipment into a different wall outlet so that the equipment and the radio or
television set are connected to different branch circuits.

If necessary. consult your Atari computer retailer or an experienced radio-television

technician for additional suggestions.

PLEASE NOTE: Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the product
documentation in this manual. However. because Atari Corporation is constantly
improving and updating its computer hardware and software. it is unable to guarantee
the accuracy of printed material after the date of publication and disclaims liability for
changes. errors. or omissions.

Reproduction of all or any portions of this manual is not allowed without the specific
written consent of Atari Corporation

Atari, the Atarilogo. TT, TOS, SM124. SC1224. SF314. SF354. PCF554. SLM804
CDARS0. and Atari SFP-004 are trademarks or registered trademarks of Atari
Corporation. GEM and GEM Desktop are trademarks or registered trademarks of
Digital Research. Inc. MS-DOS is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporatinn
Epson is a registered trademark of Seiko-Epson Corporation.

NATARI

Copyright © 1990. Atari Corporation
Sunnyvale. CA 94089-1302
All rights reserved.
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Congratulations on the purchase of your new computer!

This document is a quick guide to help you to use your computer quickly and
efficiently without reading through the full manual. It assumes you are familiar
with GEM on Atari computers.

Setting up your new computer is easy. First, unpack your computer, keyboard
and mouse as well as the power and keyboard connection cables. Place the
computer on a firm level surface with the TT030 label facing you. Using the
coiled wire, attach the keyboard to the computer. The keyboard plug on the
computer is on the left side. The keyboard connection is on the back of the
keyboard.

Connect the mouse to the keyboard: the mouse plug is on the right side of
the keyboard.

Unpack your monitor and place it on top of the computer. Take the power cables
and plug in your monitor and computer. Turn the computer and monitor on.

After a few moments the power indicators on both the computer and the
monitor will light up. If they do not, check the power connections and try again.

The internal hard disk is pre-installed with all of the software needed to operate
and run. After the hard disk has warmed up. indicated by a series of light flashes
on the hard disk activity light and sounds, press the space bar on the computer.
This signals the computer that the hard disk is ready to operate. If you aren’t
sure lhai the hard disk is done yel. doun’'l worry, the computer wiii wait about
2 minutes and start up anyway.

You should now see the desktop on the screen: this will indicate a floppy disk
icon and four hard disk icons along the top of the screen. If you see two floppy
disk icons and no hard disk icons, it means that you pressed the space bar
too soon. Just hold down both the Control and Alternate keys (on the left side
of the keyboard) and press the Delete key (just right of the large Return key).
This resets your computer for another try.

The Desktop in your new computer has many new features that were not
available in the ST Desktop. These include:

1) Keyboard Shortcuts for menu items.

2) Files and folders on the desktop.

3) Keyboard Shortcuts for window operations.

4) A file mask to show only some files in a window.

5) Multiple icon types.

6) More ways to run a program, with more options.

7) More file view options.

8) File Search.

9) More choice in how windows open.
10) Help, which appears when you press the Help key. Do this now.

TT manual Page 2
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7) The Size to Fit menu selection (under View) allows you tells the Desktop
to only put as many items across a window as will fit. This prevents the
need to scroll sideways when you display as icons (or as text in TT high
resolution). You can now view files with the No Sort option. This allows
you to see a directory the way a program would see it. This is mainly for
advanced users who want a great deal of control over system performance.

8) File Search is another very powerful new feature. By selecting a
- combination of file icons (or folders) you can instruct the desktop to find
all occurances of a file name that contains the string you specify.

9) Windows that are opened by clicking on a folder can now be new windows
instead of taking over the existing window. This is done by holding down
the ALT key while opening the folder. _

10) Press the help key for a handy reminder of these and other features.

Your new computer also has a new control panel with many new features. The
control panel is accessed as before, from the desk menu. Now a list of different
control panel functions can be accessed. The control panel uses a new form
of pop-up menu. An example of this is the Options button on the main control
panel. Select Options and a set of possible choices appear, release the mouse
button and move the pointer to the choice you want to select by clicking the
mouse button when the choice is highlighted. If a large number of choices
are available, the list will contain arrows at the top and bottom to allow scrolling

through the range of choices. If you do not want to select any of the choices :

either select the one currently selected (indicated by a check mark) or click
outside of the pop-up.

The control panel features are quite simple to use and mostly self-explanatory.

Some features of note are:

1) General: Allows the speaker to be turned off and Status shows you available
RAM.

2) Sound: This one is new, click on the person icon to hear a sound. Volume
is the most commonly used control. The other adjustments meant for a
system attached to a stereo sound system (the built in speaker is mono).

3) Color Setup: The system has 16 banks of colors available in all modes with
less than 256 colors. These banks can be selected by using the bank slider.
Undo will restore the current bank to what it was before you changed it (most
useful if you just set the_foreground color and background color to match).
The Reload button resets all banks from the last saved state. If you want
to return to the color palette that is factory preset press Clr/Home.

4) Window Colors: Select a window feature, e.g. the move bar. Select a Fill.
Text or Outline color or a different background pattern. The sample windows
allow you a test your choices. Changes can be made to both windows that
are topped and ones that are not. There are 10 preset color combinations
available by pressing F1-F10. You can also select the default coloring by
pressing Clr/Home.

Note:Only windows created after the change will show the new colors

3
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Now more detail on the list above. Az

1) All menu items can be selected by pressing a key. The default key is shown
to the right of the menu item. You can change these keyboard shortcuts.
To change a keyboard definition select Desktop Configuration under the
Option menu. In the section marked Define Single Keystroke, click on the
arrows to scroll to the menu item you want to change. Press the key that
you now want to as the shortcut.Click on OK. To save your new keyboard
shortcuts use Save Desktop (under Optrons) Ry

2) Frle and folders can now be placed dlrectly on the desktop This allows
you to have a very clear desktop that is customized to your needs. Drag
the files or folders you want to the Desktop, then use Save Desktop to keep
your changes A QA

3) Window operations (not in menus) like opening a window or scrolling can
also be performed from the keyboard. To open a device into a new window
press <ALT> + <the drive letter>. For example to open a new window
for drive C press <ALT> + <C>. Press the cursor keys to scroll the topped
~window. - - fon o b

4) The Set File Mask menu item is a very powerful new feature. If allows you
. to select which files you would like to display in the current active window.
~You select Set File Mask and, using wild the cards* and ?, instruct the
computer which files to show. As an examplé if you only want to seé
program files that start with ‘W’ you would enter ‘W*.PRG’. When used in
+ - conjunction with Select All this feature allows me'mamp“muoﬁsmarwomd""—"
be very t@dious otherwise.

5) Multiple icon types are selected using the install icon menu item. This
allows you to choose from a number of icons to represent your drives, a
desktop printer, the trash can and files: Select Desktop for those icons
which can only be on the Desktop. Select Window for those that are usually

-in windows. Choose an icon by scrolling through the available selections
and that icon wili be used to represent the items defined at the' top of the
dialog box.

6) Programs can now be run by opening the icon that represents the program
or by opening a document of the installed type. Programs can be installed
so that they can be started by pressing a fynction key. Programs may also
be run by dragging a file to the program icon. This will also give the file
name to the program as a starting-parameter.-Most programs will
automatically open:the file. The install ‘Application-and Desktop
Configuration menu items also allow you to choose thé way thé system
will appear to a program when it starts. The choices-affect the default
directory and the amount of information the program gets‘about'a file you
want to start with. The default options are the ones that will work for most
applications. If your program reports that it cannot find one of its supporting
files, change the Default directory choice. If your program canndct find the
file you asked for (or displays a strange file name) change the Arguments
choice. Not all applications can be made to run with these new options,
contact your software vendor for more information if required.

2

TT manual Page 3





