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TO

THE RIGHT HON. LORD PALMERSTON,

K.G., G.CB.

My Logb,

I beg leave to dedicate this Volume to your
Lordship, as a tribute justly due to the great Statesman who
has ever had at heart the amelioration of the African race;

and as a token of admiration of the beneficial effects of
that policy which he has so long laboured to establish on the

West Coast of Africa; and which, in improving that region,
has most forcibly shown the need of some similar system on
the opposite side of the Continent.

DAVID LIVINGSTONE.







PREFACE.

IT has been my object in this work to give as clear an
account as I was able of tracts of country previously unex-
plored, with their river systems, natural productions, and
capabilities ; and to bring beforé my countrymen, and all
others interested in the cause of humanity, the misery entailed
by the slave-trade in its inland phases; a subject on which
I and my companions are the first who have had any oppor-
tunities of forming a judgment. The eight years spent in
Africa, since my last work was published, have not, I fear,
improved my power of writthg English; but I hope that,
whatever my descriptions want in clearness, or literary skill,
may in a measure be compensated by the novelty of the
scenes described, and the additional information afforded on
that curse of Africa, and that shame, even now, in the
19th century, of an European nation,—the slave-trade.

I took the “Lady Nyassa” to Bombay for the express pur-
pose of selling her, and might without any difficulty have
done s0; but with the thought of parting with her arose, more
strongly than ever, the feeling of disinclination to abandon
the East Coast of Africa to the Portuguese and slave-trading,
and I determined to run home and consult my friends before
I allowed the little vessel to pass from my hands. After,
therefore, having put two Ajawa lads to school under the
eminent Missionary the Rev. Dr. Wilson, and having pro-
vided satisfactorily for the native crew, I started homewards

with the three white sailors, and reached London July 20th,
b
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1864. Mr. and Mrs. Webb, my much-loved friends, wrote
to Bombay inviting me, in the event of my coming to Eng-
land, to make Newstead Abbey my headquarters, and on
my arrival renewed their invitation: and though, when
I accepted it, I had no intention of remaining so long
with my kind-hearted generous friends, I stayed with them
until April, 1865, and under their roof transcribed from my
own and my brother’s journal the whole of this present book.
It is with heartfelt gratitude I would record their unwearied
kindness. My acquaintance with Mr. Webb began in Africa,
where he was a daring and successful hunter, and his con-
tinued friendship is most valuable, because he has seen
missionary work, and he would not accord his respect and
esteem to me had he not believed that I, and my brethren
also, were to be looked on as honest men earnestly trying
to do our duty.

The Government have suppofted the proposal of the Royal
Geographical Society made by my friend Sir Roderick Mur-
chison, and have united with that body to aid me in another
attempt to open Africa to civilizing influences, and a valued
private friend has given a thousand pounds for the same object.
I propose to go inland, north of the territory which the Por-
tuguese in Europe claim, and endeavour to commence that
gystem on the East which has been so eminently successful
on the West Coast ; a system combining the repressive efforts
of H.M. cruisers with lawful trade and Christian Missions—
the moral and material results of which have been so grati-
fying. I hope to ascend the Rovuma, or some other river
North of Cape Delgado, and, in addition to my other work,
gshall strive, by passing along the Northern end of Lake
Nyassa and round the Southern end of Lake Tanganyika, to
ascertain the watershed of that part of Africa. In so doing,
I have no wish to unsettle what with so much toil and danger
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was accomplished by Speke and Grant, but rather to confirm
their illustrious discoveries.

I have to acknowledge the obliging readiness of Lord
Russell in lending me the drawings taken by the artist who
was in the first instance attached to the Expedition. These
sketches, with photographs by Charles Livingstone and Dr.
Kirk, have materially assisted in the illustrations. I would
also very sincerely thank my friends Professor Owen and
Mr. Oswell for many valuable hints and other aid in the
preparation of this volume.

Newstead Abbey,
April 16, 1865.

POSTSCRIPT TO PREFACE.

r—— ) pr——

The credit which I was fain to award to the Lisbon
statesmen for a sincere desire to put an end to the slave-
trade, is, I regret to find, totally undeserved. They have
employed one Mons. Lacerda, to try to extinguish the facts
adduced by me before the meeting of the “ British Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science,” at Bath, by a series
of papers in the Portuguese Official Journal ; and their
Minister for Foreign Affairs has since devoted some of
the funds of his Government to the translation and circula-
tion of Mons. Lacerda’s articles in the form of an English
tract. Nothing is more conspicuous in this official document
than the extreme ignorance displayed of the geography
of the country of which they pretend that they possess
- not only the knowledge, but also the dominion. A vague
rumour, cited by some old author, about two marshes below

Murchison’s Cataracts, is considered conclusive evidence
b 2
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that the ancient inhabitants of Senna, a village on the
Zambesi, found no difficulty in navigating the Shire to
Lake Nyassa up what modern travellers find to be an
ascent of 1200 feet in 35 miles of latitude. A broad
shallow lake, with a strong current, which Senhor Candido
declared he had visited N.W. of Tette, is assumed to- be
the narrow deep Lake Nyassa, without current, and about
N.N.E. of the same point. Great offence is also taken
because the discovery of the main sources of the Nile has
been ascribed to Speke and Grant, instead of to Ptolemy
and F. Lobo.

But the main object of the Portuguese Government is not
geographical. It is to bolster up that pretence to power
which has been the only obstacle to the establishment of
lawful commerce and friendly relations with the native
inhabitants of Eastern Africa. The following work contains
abundant confirmation of all that was advanced by me at the
Bath meeting of the British Association; and I may here
add that it is this unwarranted assumption of power over
1360 miles of coast—from English River to Cape Delgado,
where the Portuguese have in fact little real authority
—which perpetuates the barbarism of the inhabitants.
. The Portuguese interdict all foreign commerce, except at
a very few points where they have established custom-
houses, and even at these, by an exaggerated and obstructive
tariff and differential duties, they completely shut out the
natives from any trade, except that in slaves.

Looking from South to North, let us glance at the enor-
mous seaboard which the Portuguese in Europe endeavour to
make us believe belongs to them. Delagoa Bay has a small
fort called Lorenzo Marques, but nothing beyond the walls.
At Inhambane they hold a small strip of land by sufferance
of the natives. Sofala is in ruins, and from Quillimane north-
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wards for 690 miles, théy have only one small stockade,
protected by an armed launch in the mouth of the River
Angozxa to prevent foreign vessels from trading there. Then
at Mosambique they have the little island on which the fort
stands, and a strip about three miles long on the mainland,
on which they have a few farms, which are_ protected from
hostility only by paying the natives an annual tribute, which
they call “having the blacks in their pay.” The settlement
has long been declining in trade and importance. It is gar-
risoned by a few hundred sickly soldiers shut up in the fort,
and even with a small coral island near can hardly be called
secure, On the island of Oibo, or Iboe, an immense number
of slaves are collected, but there is little trade of any kind.
At Pomba Bay a small fort was made, but it is very doubtful
whether it still exists; the attempt to form a settlement
there having entirely failed. They pay tribute to the Zulus,
for the lands they cultivate on the right bank of the
Zambesi; and the general effect of the pretence to power
and obstruction to commerce, is to drive the independent
native chiefs to the Arab dhow slave-trade, as the only one
open to them. |

It is well known to the English Government, from reliable
documents at the Admiralty and Foreign Office, that no
longer ago than November, 1864, two months after my
speech was delivered at Bath, when the punishment of the
perpetrators of an outrage on the crew of the cutter of H.M.S.
“Lyra,” near a river 45 miles S.W. of Mosambique, was
demanded by H.M.8. “ Wasp,” at Mosambique, the present
Governor-General declared that he had no power over the
natives there. They have never been subdued, and being a
fine energetic race, would readily enter into commercial
treaties with foreigners, were it not for the false assertion
of power by which the Portuguese, with the tacit consent of

b 3
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European Governments, shut them out from commerce and
every civilizing influence.

This Portuguese pretence to dominion is the curse of
the negro race on the East Coast of Africa, and it would
soon fall to the ground, were it not for the moral support it
derives from the respect paid to it by our own flag. The
Emperor Napoleon III. disregarded it in the case of the
“ Charles et Georges,” while only by the aid of English sailors
has the Government of Mosambique, on more than one
occasion, been saved from being overturned. Our squadron
on the East Coast costs over 70,000l a year, and, by our
acquiescence in the sham sovereignty of the Portuguese, we
effect only a partial suppression of the slave-trade, and
none of the commercial benefits which have followed direct
dealing with the natives on the West Coast. A new law for
the abolition of slavery has been proposed by the King of
Portugal ; but it inspires me with no confidence, a8 no means
have ever been taken to put similar enactments already
passed into execution, and we can only view this as a new
bid for still further acquiescence in a system which per-
petuates barbarism. Mons. Lacerda has unwittingly shown,
by his eager advocacy, that the real sentiments of his
employers are decidedly pro-slavery. The great fact that
the Americans have rid themselves of the incubus of slavery,
and will probably not tolerate the continuance of the
murderous slave-trade by the Portuguese nation, has done

more to elicit their king’s recent speech than the opinions of
his ministry.
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THE

ZAMBESI AND ITS TRIBUTARIES.

INTRODUCTION.

Objects of the Expedition — Portuguese Expedition in search of the Ophir of
King Solomon — India and not Africa indicated by the merchandise sought
— Failure in Sofalla —Becond Portuguese Expedition after gold-mi
Repulsed by large bodies of natives — Catholic Missions — Want of reliable
information regarding them — Erronoous ideas as to the interior of Africa —
Sir Roderick Murchison’s hypothesis correct — Decrease of slave-trade, and
increase of lawful commerce on West Coast owing to Lord Palmerston's
policy — Fatality of the murderer attends the slave-trader — Opinion of Rev.
J. L. Wilson on the slave-trade — The operations of our cruisers — 11l effects
of sealing up the East Coast — Instructions to the Expedition.

WHEN first 1 determined on publishing the narrative of
my ¢ Missionary Travels,” I had a great misgiving as to
whether the criticism my endeavours might provoke would
be friendly or the reverse, more particularly as I felt that I
had then been so long a sojourner in the wilderness, as to be
quite a stranger to the British public. But I am now in this,
my second essay at authorship, cheered by the conviction that
very many readers, who are personally unknown to me, will
receive this narrative with the kindly consideration and
allowances of friends; and that many more, under the
genial influences of an innate love of liberty, and of a
desire to see the same social and religious blessings they
themselves enjoy, disseminated throughout the world, will
sympathize with me in the efforts by which I have striven,
B
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however imperfectly, to elevate the position and character of
our fellow-men in Africa. This knowledge makes me doubly
anxious to render my narrative acceptable to all my readers;
but, in the absence of any excellence in literary composition,
the matural consequence of my pursuits, I have to offer only a
simple account of a mission which, with respect to the objects
proposed to be thereby accomplished, formed a noble contrast
to some of the earlier expeditions to Eastern Africa. I be-
lieve that the information it will give, respecting the people
visited and the countries traversed, will not be materially
gainsaid by any future commonplace traveller like myself,
who may be blest with fair health and a gleam of sunshine
in his breast. This account is written in the earnest hope
that it may contribute to that information which will yet
cause the great and fertile continent of Africa to be no longer
kept wantonly sealed, but made available as the scene of
European enterprise, and will enable its people to take a
place among the nations of the earth, thus securing the
happiness and prosperity of tribes now sunk in barbarism or
debased by slavery ; and, above all, I cherish the hope that it
may lead to the introduction of the blessings of the Gospel.
The first expedition sent to East Africa, after the Portu-
guese had worked a passage round the Cape, was instituted
under the auspices of the Government of Portugal, for the
purpose, it is believed, of 'discovering the land of Ophir,
made mention of in Holy Scripture as the country whence
King Solomon obtained sandal-wood, ivory, apes, peacocks,
and gold. The terms used by the Jews to express the first
four articles had, according to Max Miiller, no existence in
the Hebrew language, but were words imported into it from the
Sanscrit. It is curious then, that the search was not directed
to the Coast of India,—more particularly as Sanscrit was
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known on the Malabar Coast,—and there also peacocks and
sandal-wood are met with in abundance. The Portaguese, like
some others of more modern times, were led to believe that
Sofalld®because sometimes pronounced Zophar by the Arabs,
from being the lowest or most southerly port they visited,
was identical with the Ophir alluded to in Sacred History.

Eastern Africa had been occupied from the most remote
times by traders from India and the Red Sea. Vasco da
Gama, in 1497-8, found them firmly established at Mosam- -
bique, and, after reaching India, he turned with longing
eyes from Calicut towards Sofalla, and actually visited it in
1502. As the Scriptural Ophir, it was expected to be the
most lucrative of all the Portuguese stations; and, under
the impression that an important settlement could be esta-
blished there, the Portuguese conquered, at great loss of
both men and money, the district in which the gold-washings
were situated ; but, in the absence of all proper machinery,
a vast amount of labour returned so small an amount of
gain, that they abandoned them in disgust.

The next expedition, consisting of thrée ships and a
thousand men, mmﬂy gentlemen volunteers, left Lisbon in
- 1569 for the conquest of the gold mines or washings of the
Chief of Monomotapa, west of Tette, and of those in Manica,
still further west, but in a more southerly direction ; and also
to find a route to the west coast. In this last object they
failed ; and to this day it has been accomplished by only
one Buropean, and that an Englishman. The expedition
was commanded by Francisco Barreto, and abundantly sup-
plied with horses, asses, camels, and provisions. Ascend-
ing the Zambesi as far as Senna, they found many Arab
and other traders already settled there, who received the
strangers with great hospitality. The horses, however,

B 2
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having passed through a district abounding with tsetse, an
insect whose bite is fatal to domestic animals, soon showed
the emaciation peculiar to the poison; and Senna being
notoriously unhealthy, the sickness of both men and horses
aroused Barreto’s suspicion that poison had been admini-
stered by the inhabitants, most of whom, consequently, he
put to the sword or blew away from his guns. Marching
beyond Senna with a party five hundred and sixty strong, he
and his men suffered terribly from hunger and thirst, and,
after being repeatedly assaulted by a large body of natives,
the expedition was compelled to return without ever reaching
the gold-mines which Barreto so eagerly sought.

Previous to this, however, devoted Roman Catholic mis-
sionaries had penetrated where an army could not go; for
Senhor Bordalo, in his excellent Historical Essays, mentions
that the Jesuit father Goncalo da Silveira had already
suffered martyrdom by command of the Chief of Monomotapa.
Indeed, missionaries of that body of Christians established
themselves in a vast number of places in Eastern Africa, as
the ruins of mission stations still testify ; but, not having suc-
ceeded in meeting with any reliable history of the labours of
these good men, it is painful for me to be unable to contradict
the calumnies which Portuguese writers still heap on their
memory. So far as the impression left on the native mind
goes, it is decidedly favourable to their zeal and piety; while
the writers referred to roundly assert that the missionaries
engaged in the slave-trade ; which is probably as false as the
more modern scandals occasionally retailed against their
Protestant brethren. Philanthropists sometimes err in ac-
cepting the mere gossip of coast villages as facts, when
asserting the atrocities of our countrymen abroad ; while
others, pretending to regard all philanthropy as weakness,
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yet practising that silliest of all hypocrisies, the endeavour
to appear worse than they are, accept and publish the mere
brandy-and-water twaddle of immoral traders, against a body
of men who, as a whole, are an honour to human kind. In
modern missionary literature, now widely spread, we have a
record which will probably outlive all misrepresentation ;
and it is much to be regretted that there is no available
Catholic literature of the same nature, and that none of the
translations which may have been made into the native
tongues can now be consulted. We cannot believe that
these good men would risk their lives for the unholy gains
which, even were they lawful, by the rules of their order
they could not enjoy; but it would be extremely interesting
to all their successors to know exactly what were the real
causes of their failure in perpetuating the faith.

In order that the following narrative may be clearly under-
stood, it is necessary to call to mind some things which took
place previous to the Zambesi Expedition being sent out.
Most geographers are aware that, before the discovery of Lake
Ngami and the well watered country in which the Makololo
dwell, the idea prevailed that a large part of the interior of
Africa consisted of sandy deserts, into which rivers ran and
were lost. During my journey in 1852-6, from sea to sea,
across the south intertropical part of the continent, it was
found to be a well watered country, with large tracts of
fine fertile soil covered with forest, and beautiful grassy
valleys, occupied by a considerable population; and one of
the most wonderful waterfalls in the world was brought
to light. The peculiar form of the continent was then
ascertained to be an elevated plateau, somewhat depressed
in the centre, and with fissures in the sides by which the
rivers escaped to the sea; and this great fact in physical
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geography can never be referred to without calling to mind
the remarkable hypothesis by which the distinguished Presi-
dent of the Royal Geographical Society (Sir Roderick I.
Murchison) clearly indicated this peculiarity, before it was
verified by actual observation of the altitudes of the country
and by the courses of the rivers. New light was thrown on
other portions of the continent by the famous travels of
Dr. Barth, by the researches of the Church of England
Missionaries Krapf, Erkhardt, and Rebman, by the persever-
ing efforts of Dr. Baikie, the last martyr to the climate and
English enterprise, by the journey of Francis Galton, and
by the most interesting discoveries of Lakes Tanganyika and
Victoria Nyanza by Captain Burton, and by Captain Speke,
whose untimely end we all so deeply deplore. Then followed
the researches of Van der Decken, Thornton, and others;
and last of all the grand discovery of the main source of the
Nile, which every Englishman must feel an honest pride in
knowing was accomplished by our gallant countrymen,
Speke and Grant. The fabulous torrid zone, of parched and
burning sand, was now proved to be a well watered region
reseabling North America in its fresh-water lakes, and
India in its hot humid lowlands, jungles, ghauts, and cool
highland plains.

In our exploration the chief object in view was not
to discover objects of nine days’ wonder, to gaze and be
gazed at by barbarians; but to note the climate, the natural
productions, the local diseases, the natives and their relation
to the rest of the world; all which were observed with that
peculiar interest which, as regards the future, the first white
man cannot but feel in a continent whose history is only just
beginning. When proceeding to the West Coast, in order
to find a path to the sea by which lawful commerce might
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be introduced to aid missionary operations, it was quite
striking to observe, several hundreds of miles from the
ocean, the very decided influence of that which is known
as Lord Palmerston’s policy. Piracy had been abolished, and
the slave-trade so far suppressed, that it was spoken of by
Portuguese, who had themselves been slave-traders, as a thing
of the past. Lawful commerce had increased from an annual
total of 20,000 in ivory and gold-dust, to between two and
three millions, of which one million was in palm oil to our
own country. Over twenty Missions had been established,
with schools, in which more than twelve thousand pupils were
taught. Life and property were rendered secure on the Coast,
and comparative peace imparted to millions of people in the
interior, and all this at a time when, by the speeches of influ-
ential men in England, the world was given to understand
that the English cruisers had done nothing but aggravate the
evils of the slave-trade. It is so reasonable to expect that
self-interest would induce the slave-trader to do his utmost to
preserve the lives by which he makes his gains, that men
yielded ready credence to the plausible theory; but the
atrocious waste of human life was just as great when the
glave-trade was legal; it always has been, and must be,
marked by the want of foresight characteristic of the mur-
derer. Every one wonders why he, who has taken another’s
life, did not take this, that, or the other precaution to avoid
detection ; and every one may well wonder why slave-traders
bave always, by over-crowding and all its evils, acted so
much in direct opposition to their own interests, but it is
the fatality of the murderer; the loss of life from this cause,
simply baffles exaggeration.

On this subject the opinion of the Rev. J. L. Wilson, a
most intelligent American Missionary, who has written by
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far the ablest work on the West Coast that has yet appeared,
is worth a host. He declares that the efforts of the English
Government are worthy of all praise. Had it not been for
the cruisers, and especially those of England, Africa would
still have been inaccessible to missionary labour; “and it is
devoutly to be hoped,” he adds, “ that these noble and dis-
interested measures may not be relaxed until the foul demon
be driven away from the earth.” The slave-trade is the
greatest obstacle in existence to civilization and commercial
progress; and as the English are the most philanthropic
people in the world, and will probably always have the
largest commercial stake in the African continent, the policy
for its suppression in every possible way shows thorough
wisdom and foresight.

When, in pursuit of the same object, the East Coast was
afterwards reached, it was found sealed up. Although praise-
worthy efforts had been made by Her Majesty’s cruisers,
yet in consequence of foreigners being debarred from
entering the country, neither traders nor missionaries had
established themselves. @~ The trade was still only in a
little ivory, gold-dust, and slaves, just as it was on the West
Coast, before Lord Palmerston’s policy came into operation
there. It was, however, subsequently discovered that the
Portuguese Government professed itself willing, nay anxious,
to let the country be opened to the influences of civilization
- and lawful commerce—indeed it could scarcely be otherwise,
seeing that not a grain of benefit ever accrued to Portugal by
shutting it up;—and the Zambesi, a large river, promised
to be a fine inlet to the highlands and interior generally;
the natives were agricultural, und all fond of trading; the
soil was fertile—indigo, cotton, tobacco, sugar-cane, and other
articles of value, were already either cultivated or growing
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wild. It seemed, tberefore,. that if this region could be
opened to lawful commerce and Christian Missions, it would
have the effect of aiding or supplementing our cruisers in
the same way as bad been done by the missionaries and
traders on the West Coast, and that an inestimable service
would be thereby rendered to Africa and Europe.

The main object of the Zambesi Expedition, as our instruc-
tions from Her Majesty’s Government explicitly stated, was
to extend the knowledge already attained of the geography
and mineral and agricultural resources of Eastern and Cen-
tral Africa—to improve our acquaintance with the inhabi-
tants, and to endeavour to engage them to apply themselves
to industrial pursuits and to the cultivation of their lands,
with a view to the production of raw material to be exported
to England in return for British manufactures; and it was
hoped, that, by encouraging the natives to occupy themselves
in the development of the resources of the country, a con-
giderable advance might be made towards the extinction of
the slave-trade, as they would not be long in discovering
that the former would eventually be a more certain source
of profit than the latter. The Expedition was sent in ac-
cordance with the settled policy of the English Government;
and the Earl of Clarendon, being then at the head of the
Foreign Office, the Mission was organized under his imme-
diate care. When a change of Government ensued, we
experienced the same generous countenance and sympathy
from the Earl of Malmesbury, as we had previously received
from Lord Clarendon; and, on the accession of Earl Russell
to the high office he has so long filled, we were always
favoured with equally ready attention and the same prompt
asgistance. Thus the conviction was produced that our work
embodied the principles, not of any one party, but of the

{.‘
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hearts of the statesmen and of the people of England
generally. The Expedition owes great obligations to the
Lords of the Admiralty for their unvarying readiness to
render us every assistance in their power; and to the warm-
hearted and ever-obliging hydrographer to the Admiralty,
the late Admiral Washington, as a subordinate, but most
effective agent, our heartfelt gratitude is also due; and we
must ever thankfully acknowledge that our efficiency was
mainly due to the kind services of Admirals Sir Frederick
Grey, Sir Baldwin Walker, and all the naval officers serving
under them on the East Coast. Nor must I omit to record
our obligations to Mr. Skead, R.N. The Luawe was carefully
sounded and surveyed by this officer, whose skilful and
zealous labours, both on that river, and afterwards on the
Lower Zambesi, were deserving of all praise.

In speaking of what has been done by the Expedltlon, it
should always be understood that Dr. Kirk, Mr. Charles
Livingstone, Mr. R. Thornton, and others composed it. In
using the plural number they are meant, and I wish to
bear testimony to the untiring zeal, energy, courage, and
perseverance with which my companions laboured ; undaunted
by difficulties, dangers, or hard fare. It is my firm belief
that, were their services required in any other capacity, they
might be implicitly relied on to perform their duty like
men. The reason why Dr. Kirk’s name does not appear on
the title-page of this narrative is, because it is hoped that
he may give an account of the botany and natural history
of the Expedition in a separate work from his own pen. He
collected above four thousand species of plants, specimens of
most of the valuable woods, of the different native manufac-
tures, of the articles of food, and of the different kinds of
cotton from every spot we visited, and a great variety of birds
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and insects; besides making meteorological observations,
and affording, as our instructions required, medical aseist-
ance to the natives in every case where he could be of
any use.

Charles Livingstone was also fully occupied in his duties
in following out the general objects of our mission, in en-
couraging the culture of cotton, in making many magnetic
and meteorological observations, in photographing so long as
the materials would serve, and in collecting a large number of
birds, insects, and other objects of interest. The collections,
being Government property, have been forwarded to the
British Museum, and to the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew;
and, should Dr. Kirk undertake their description, three or
four years will be required for the purpose.

Though collections were made, it was always distinctly
understood that, however desirable these and our explora-
tions might be, “ Her Majesty’s Government attached more
importance to the moral influence that might be exerted on the
minds of the natives by a well regulated and orderly household
of Europeans setting an example of consistent moral conduct
to all who might witness it ; treating the people with kindness,
and relieving their wants, teaching them to make experi-
ments in agriculture, explaining to them the more simple
arts, imparting to them religious instruction as far as they
are capable of receiving it, and inculcating peace and good
will to each other.”

It would be tiresome to enumerate in detail all the little
acts which were performed by us while following out our in-
structions. As a rule, whenever the steamer stopped to take
in wood, or for any other purpose, Dr. Kirk and Charles
Livingstone went ashore to their duties: one of our party,
who it was intended should navigate the vessel and lay
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down the geographical positions, having failed to answer
the expectations formed of him, these duties fell chiefly to
my share. They involved a considerable amount of night
work, in which I was always cheerfully aided by my com-
panions, and the results were regularly communicated to our
warm and ever-ready friend, Sir Thomas Maclear of the
Royal Observatory, Cape of Good Hope. While this work
was going through the press, we were favoured with the
longitudes of several stations determined from observed
occultations of stars by the moon, and from eclipses and
reappearances of Jupiter’s satellites, by Mr. Mann, the able
Assistant to the Cape Astronomer Royal ; the lunars are still
in the hands of Mr. G. W. H. Maclear of the same Observa-
tory. In addition to these, the altitudes, variation of the
compass, latitudes and longitudes, as calculated on the
spot, appear in the map by Mr. Arrowsmith, and it is
hoped may not differ much from the results of the same
data in abler hands. The office of “skipper,” which,
rather than let the Expedition come to a stand, I under-
took, required no great ability in one “not too old to
learn:” it saved a salary, and, what was much more valu-
able than gold, saved the Expedition from the drawback
of any one thinking that he was indispensable to its further
progress. The office required attention to the vessel both at
rest and in motion. It also involved considerable exposure
to the sun; and to my regret kept me from much antici-
pated intercourse with the natives, and the formation of
full vocabularies of their dialects.

I may add that all wearisome repetitions are as much
as possible avoided in the narrative; and, our movements
and operations having previously been given in a series of
despatches, the attempt is now made to give as fairly as
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possible just what would most strike any person of ordinary
intelligence in passing through the country. For the sake
of the freshness which usually attaches to first impressions,
the Journal of Charles Livingstone has been incorporated
in the narrative; and many remarks made by the natives,
which he put down at the moment of translation, will
convey to others the same ideas as they did to ourselves.
Some are no doubt trivial; but it is by the little acts and
words of every-day life that character is truly and best
known. And doubtless many will prefer to draw their

own conclusions from them rather than to be schooled
by us.
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CHAPTER L

Reach the Coast — Explore River Luawe—Mouths of Zambesi — Concealed to
deceive English cruisers — The deception palmed off on European Govern-
ments by Ministers in Portugal — Official testimony — Kongone — Scenery
on the river — Fertility of Delta soil— Colonos or serfs — Deep channel of
river — Land luggage on Expedition Island — Country in a state of war —
“ Free emigrants’” — Atrocities of Mariano — Meet so-called “rebels” — A
fight between natives and Portuguese — An army waiting for ammunition —
Birds and beasts met with on the river — Mazaro— The reshipment of
merchandise there for Quillimane — Shupanga — Zulu dominion on right
bank of Zambesi — Tribute paid by the Portuguese —Senna and Senhor
Ferrilo — Seguati or present — Hippopotamus hunters — Peculiarity of
Baobab-trees — Lupata gorge.

TrE Expedition left England on the 10th of March, 1858,
in Her Majesty’s Colonial Steamer ¢ Pearl,” commanded by
Captain Duncan; and, after enjoying the generous hospi-
tality of our friends at Cape Town, with the obliging atten-
tions of Sir George Grey, and receiving on board Mr, Francis
Skead, R.N., as surveyor, we reached the East Coast in the
following May.

Our first object was to explore the Zambesi, its mouths
and tributaries, with a view to their being used as higilways
for commerce and Christianity to pass into the vast interior of
Africa. When we came within five or six miles of the land, the -
yellowish-green tinge of the sea in soundings was suddenly
succeeded by muddy water with wrack, as of a river in flood.
The two colours did not intermingle, but the line of contact
was as sharply defined as when the ocean meets the land.
It was observed that under the wrack—consisting of reeds,
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sticks, and leaves,—and even under floating cuttlefish bones
and Portuguese “ men-of-war” (Physalia), numbers of small
fish screen themselves from the eyes of birds of prey, and
from the rays of the torrid sun.

The coast is low and covéred with mangrove swamps,
among which are sandy patches clothed with grass, creeping
plants, and stunted palms. The land trends nearly east and
west, without any notable feature to guide the navigator,
and it is difficult to make out the river's mouth; but the
water shoals gradually, and each fathom of lessening depth
marks about a mile.

We entered the River Luawe first, because its entrance
is so smooth and deep, that the “Pearl,” drawing 9 feet 7
inches, went in without a boat sounding ahead. A small
steam launch having been bronght out from England in
three sections on the deck of the * Pearl” was hoisted out
and screwed together at the anchorage, and with her aid
the exploration was commenced. She was called the “ Ma
Robert,” after Mrs. Livingstone, to whom the natives, accord-
ing to their custom, gave the name Ma (mother) of her
eldest son. The harbour is deep, but shut in by mangrove
swamps ; and though the water a few miles up is fresh, it
is only a tidal river; for, after ascending some seventy miles,
it was found to end in marshes blocked up with reeds and
succulent aquatic plants. As the Luawe had been called
““ West Luabo,” it was supposed to be a branch of the Zam-
besi, the main stream of which is called ¢ Luabo,” or «“ East
Luabo.” The “ Ma Robert” and “ Pearl” then went to what
proved to be a real mouth of the river we sought.

The Zambesi pours its water into the ocean by four
mouths, namely, the Milambe, which is the most westerly
the Kongone, the Luabo, and the Timbwe (or Muselo).
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When the river is in flood, a natural canal running parallel
with the coast, and winding very much among the swamps,
forms a secret way for conveying slaves from Quillimane to
the bays Massangano and Nameara, or to the Zambesi itself.
The Kwakwa, or river of Quillimane, some sixty miles distant
from the mouths of the Zambesi, has long been represented
as the principal entrance to the Zambesi, in order, as the
Portuguese now maintain, that the English cruisers might
be induced to watch the false mouth, while slaves were
quietly shipped from the true one; and strange to say this
error has lately been propagated by a map issued by the
colonial minister of Portugal.*

* Stranger still, the Portuguese of-
ficial paper, * Annaes do Conselho
Ultramarinho” for 1864 shamelessly
aseerts that “in that harbour (Kon-
gone), which Dr. Livingstone says he
discovered, many veesels with slaves
have taken refuge from the persecu-
tions of English cruisers.” This (shall
we admit?) was known to the Por-
tuguese Government! Would any
other gentleman in Europe construct
a map such as that mentioned in the
text, and send it to the English Go-
vernment as showing the frue mouth
of the Zambesi ? We did not think of
printing the following letter from one
Portuguese official to another in Africa,
till we saw the poor swagger of the
Lisbon official paeper, evidently in-
tended for other statesmen in Europe.
The editor of a Cape paper says—

“ Chevalier Duprat has, by the same
opportunity, received a communication
from the Portuguese governor of Tette,
of which the following is a translation :

*8ir,—When in the middle of last
year, was delivered to me by the hands
of Dr. Livingstone, the letters with

which your Excellency honoured me,
under date of April of that same year,
I was at that moment involved in war
with the Kafirs of the district of Senna.
After this, other works, affairs and
ailing health, prevented me from im-
mediately addreesing to your Excel-
lency my thanks fqr the kind expres-
gions with which I have been honoured
by you. Your Excellency recom-
mended to me the illustrious Dr.
Livingstone. My relations with this
gentleman are so sympathetic that I
can never omit rendering him the ser-
vices which he requires, and which are
within my reach. 8till, my wishes
are subordinate to my powers, both
a8 an individual and as an authority.
I am aware how profitable to geo-
graphical kmowledge and science are
the explorations of the Doctor, as well
a8 to the prosperity of this country,—
a8 rich as neglected. I sincerely hope
it will be in my power to help him as
I could wish. Nevertheless, I assure
your Excellency that I will serve him
as far as lies in my power. It is said
that our Government is about to es-
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After the examination of three branches by the able
and energetic surveyor, Francis Skead, R.N., the Kongone
was found to be the best entrance. The immense amount
of sand brought down by the Zambesi has in the course of
ages formed a sort of promontory, against which the long
‘swell of the Indian Ocean, beating during the prevailing
winds, has formed bars, which, acting against the waters
of the delta, may have led to their exit sideways. The
Kongone 18 one of these lateral branches, and the safest;
inasmuch as the bar has nearly two fathoms on it at low
water, and the rise at spring tides is from twelve to fourteen
feet. The bar is narrow, the passage nearly straight, and,
were it buoyed and a beacon placed on Pearl Island,
would always be safe to a steamer. When the wind is from
the east or north, the bar is smooth; if from the south
and south-east, it has a heavy break on it, and is not to
be attempted in boats. A strong current setting to the east
when the tide is flowing, and to the west when ebbing,
may drag a boat or ship into the breakers. If ome is
doubtful of his longitude and runs east, he will soon see the
land at Timbwe disappear away to the north; and coming

tablish a post at the bar of Luabo;
and from there to carry on direct navi-
gation to this district. Should this
take place, great advantages will re-
sult to this country, and to Living-
stone’s great glory, because he was
the first who passed over from the sca
by this way of communication. I
thank your Excellency for the news-
pepers with which you furnished me.
I appreciate them as articles which
very seldom appear here, Your Ex-
cellency also obliged me ‘with some
seeds; but, unfortunately, I was at
Mosambique, and having planted them

this year, they produced little; I fear
they were already old. My capability
for service is very limited, but if your
Excellency thinks that I can be of any
use, I shall be most gratified.
‘I have, &c.,
‘Trro A. D'A. SICARD,
Governor of Tette.

* Tette, July 9, 1859.’

“ These letters were brought to Natal
by H.M.’s brig *Persian,” which had
called there from Mosambique for
supplies, and were put on board the
‘ Waldensian,' as she stcamed out.”

C
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west again, he can easily make out East Luabo from its great
size; and Kongone follows seven miles west. East Luabo has
a good but long bar, and not to be attempted unless the wind
be north-east or east. It has sometimes been called « Barra
Catrina,” and was used in the embarkations of slaves. This
may have been the “River of Good Signs,” of Vasco da
Gama, as the mouth is more easily seen from the seaward
than any other; but the absence of the pillar dedicated by
that navigator to “St. Raphael,” leaves the matter in doubt.
No Portuguese live within eighty miles of any mouth of the
Zambesi. The names given by the natives refer more to
the land on each side than to the streams; thus, one side
of the Kongone is Nyamisenga, the other Nyangalule; and
Kongone, the name of a fish, is applied to one side of the
natural canal which leads into the Zambesi proper, or Cuama,
and gives the port its value.

When a native of the temperate north first lands in the
tropics, his feelings and emotions resemble in some respects
those which the First Man may have had on his entrance
into the Garden of Eden. He has set foot in a new world,
another state of existence is before him; everything he sees,
every sound that falls upon the ear, has all the freshness and
charm of novelty. The trees and the plants are new, the
flowers and the fruits, the beasts, the birds, and the insects
are curious and strange ; the very sky itself is new, glowing
with colours, or sparkling with constellations, never seen in
northern climes.

The Kongone is five miles east of the Milambe, or western
branch, and seven miles west from East Luabo, which again is
five miles from the Timbwe. We saw but few natives, and
these, by escaping from their canoes into the mangrove
thickets the moment they caught sight of us, gave unmis-
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takeable indications that they had no very favourable
opinion of white men. They were probably fugitives from
Portuguese slavery. In the grassy glades buffaloes, wart-
hogs, and three kinds of antelope were abundant, and the
latter easily obtained. A few hours’ hunting usually pro-
vided venison enough for a score of men for several days.

On proceeding up the Kongone branch it was found that,
by keeping well in the bends, which the current had worn
deep, shoals were easily avoided. The first twenty miles are
straight and deep; then a small and rather tortuous natural
canal leads off to the right, and, after about five miles, during
which the paddles almost touch the floating grass of the
sides, ends in the broad Zambesi. The rest of the Kongone
branch comes out of the main stream considerably higher
up as the outgoing branch called Doto.

The first twenty miles of the Kongone are enclosed in
mangrove jungle; some of the trees are ornamented with
orchilla weed, which appears never to have been gathered.
Huge ferns, palm bushes, and occasionally wild date-
palms peer out in the forest, which consists of different
species of mangroves; the bunches of bright yellow, though
scarcely edible fruit, contrasting prettily with the graceful
green leaves. In some spots the Milola, an umbrageous
hibiscus, with large yellowish flowers, grows in masses along
the bank. Its bark is made into cordage, and is especially
valnable for the manufacture of ropes attached to harpoons
for killing the hippopotamus. The Pandanus or screw-
palm, from which sugar-bags are made in the Mauritius,
also appears, and on coming out of the canal into the
Zambesi many are so tall as in the distance to remind us of
the steeples of our native land, and make us relish the
remark of an old sailor, “ that but one thing was wanting to

o 2
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complete the picture, and that was ‘a grog-shop near the
church.’” We find also a few guava and lime-trees growing
wild, but the natives claim the crops. The dark woods resound
with the lively and exultant song of the kinghunter (Halcyon
striolata), as he sits perched on high among the trees. As
the steamer moves on through the winding channel, a pretty
little heron or bright kingfisher darts out in alarm from the
edge of the bank, flies on ahead a short distance, and settles
quietly down to be again frightened off in a few seconds
as we approach. The magnificent fishhawk (Halietus vocifer)
sits on the top of a mangrove-tree, digesting his morning
meal of fresh fish, and is clearly unwilling to stir until the
imminence of the danger compels him at last to spread his
great wings for flight. The glossy ibis, acute of ear to a re-
markable degree, hears from afar the unwontéd sound of the
paddles, and, springing from the mud where his family has
been quietly feasting, is off, screaming out his loud, harsh,
and defiant Ha! ha! ha! long before the danger is near.
The mangroves are now left behind and are succeeded by
vast level plains of rich dark soil, covered with gigantic
grasses, so tall that they tower over one’s head, and render
hunting impossible. Beginning in July the grass is burned

off every year after it has become dry. These fires prevent -

the growth of any great amount of timber, as only a few trees
from among the more hardy kinds, such as the Borassus-palm
and lignum-vite, can live through the sea of fire, which
annually roars across the plains.

Several native huts now peep out from the bananas and
cocoa-palms on the right bank; they stand on piles a few
feet above the low damp ground, and their owners enter them
by means of ladders. The soil is wonderfully rich, and the
gardens are really excellent. Rice is cultivated largely;
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gweet potatoes, pumpkins, tomatoes, cabbages, onions (sha-
lots), peas, a little cotton, and sugar-cane are also raised.
It is said that English potatoes, when planted at Quillimane
on soil resembling this, in the course of two years become
in taste like sweet potatoes (convolvulus bdatatas), and are like
our potato frosted. The whole of the fertile region extending
from the Kongone canal to beyond Mazaro, some eighty
miles in length, and fifty in breadth, is admirably adapted for
the growth of sugar-cane; and were it in the hands of our
friends at the Cape, would supply all Europe with sugar.
The remarkably few people seen appeared to be tolerably
well fed, but there was a shivering dearth of clothing
among them ; all were blacks, and nearly all Portu-
guese “ colonos” or serfs. They manifested no fear of
white men, and stood in groups on the bank gazing
in astonishment at the steamers, especially at the “ Pearl,”
which accompanied us thus far up the river. One old
man who came on board remarked that never before had
he seen any vessel so large as the “Pearl,” it was like a
village, “ Was it made out of one tree?” All were eager
traders, and soon came off to the ship in light swift canoes
with every kind of fruit and food they possessed; a few
brought honey and beeswax, which are found in quantities in
the mangrove forests. As the ships steamed off, many
anxious sellers ran along the bank, holding up fowls, baskets
of rice and meal, and shouting “ Malonda, Malonda,” “ things
for sale,” while others followed in canoes, which they sent
through the water with great velocity by means of short
broad-bladed paddles.

The deep channel, or Qwete as the canoe-men call if,
of the Zambesi is winding, and narrow when con-
trasted with the great breadth of the river itself. The
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river bottom appears to be a succession of immense sub-
merged sandbanks, having, when the stream is low, from

one to four feet of water on them. The main channel runs
for some distance between the sandbank and the river’s
bank, with a depth in the dry season varying from five to
fifteen feet, and a current of nearly two knots an hour. It
then turns and flows along the lower edge of the sandbank
in a diagonal direction across the river, and continues this
process, winding from bank to bank repeatedly during the
day’s sail, making expert navigators on the ocean feel help-

lessly at sea on the river. On these crossings the channel
is shallowest. It is in general pretty clearly defined. In

calm weather there is a peculiar boiling up of its water
from some action below. With a light breeze the Qwete
assumes a characteristic ripple, and when the wind freshens
and blows up the river, as it usually does from May to
November, the waves on it are larger than those of other
parts of the river, and a line of small breakers marks the
_ edge of the shoal-bank above.

Finding the ¢ Pearl’s” draught too great for that part
of the river near the island of Simbo, where the branch
called the Doto is given off to the Kongone on the right
bank, and another named Chinde departs to the secret
canal already mentioned on the left, the goods belonging
to the expedition were taken out of her, and placed on
one of the grassy islands about forty miles from the bar.
The ¢ Pearl ” then left us, and we had to part with our good
~ friends Duncan and Skead; the former for Ceylon, the
latter to return to his duties as Government Surveyor at
the Cape.

Of those who eventually did the work of the expedition the
majority took a sober common-sense view of the enterprise
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in which we were engaged. Some remained on Expedition
Island from the 18th June until the 13th August, while the
launch and pinnace were carrying the goods up to Shupanga
and Senna. The country was in a state of war, our luggage
was in danger, and several of our party were exposed to
disease from inactivity in the malaria of the Delta. Here
some had their first introduction to African life, and African
fever. Those alone were safe who were actively employed
with the vessels, and of course, remembering the perilous
position of their fellows, they strained every nerve to finish
the work and take them away. This was the time, too, for
the feeble-minded to make a demand for their Sundays of
rest and full meal-hours, which even our crew of twelve
Kroomen, though tampered with, had more sense and good-
feeling than to endorse. It is a pity that some people cannot
see that the true and honest discharge of the common duties
of every-day life is Divine Service.

The weather was delightful, with only an occasional shower
or cold foggy morning. Those who remained on the island
made the most of their time, taking meteorological and
magnetical observations, and botanizing, so far as the dried
vegetation would allow. No one seemed to place much
reliance on the “official report” of two naval commanders,
who now, after about a fortnight’s experience in the Zambesi,
solemnly declared it to be *“ more like an inland-sea than a
river, with a climate like that of Italy, and infinitely more
healthy than any river on the West Coast:” but, by the
leader’s advice, each began to examine and to record his
observations for himself, and did not take even his chief’s
previous experience as infallible.

Large columns of smoke rose daily from different points
of the horizon, showing that the natives were burning off the
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immense crops of tall grass, here a nuisance, however valuable
elsewhere. A white cloud was often observed to rest on
the head of the column, as if a current of hot damp air
was sent up by the heat of the flames and its moisture was
condensed at the top. Rain did not follow, though theorists
have imagined that in such cases it ought.

Large game, buffaloes, and zebras, were abundant abreast
the island, but no men could be seen. On the mainland,
over on the right bank of the river, we were amused by the
eccentric gyrations and evolutions of flocks of small seed-
eating birds, who in their flight wheeled into compact
columns with such military precision as to give us the
impression that they must be guided by a leader, and
all directed by the same signal. Several other kinds of
small birds now go in flocks, and among others the large
Senegal swallow. The presence of this bird, being clearly in
a state of migration from the north, while the common
swallow of the country, and the brown kite are away beyond
the equator, leads to the conjecture that there may be a
double migration, namely, of birds from torrid climates to the
more temperate, as this now is, as well as from severe
winters to sunny regions; but this could not be verified by
such birds of passage as ourselves.

On reaching Mazaro, the mouth of a narrow creek which
in floods communicates with the Quillimane river, we found
that the Portuguese were at war with a half-caste named
Mariano alias Matakenya, from whom they had generally
fled, and who, having built a stockade near the mouth of
the Shire, owned all the country between that river and
Mazaro. Mariano was best known by his native name Mata-
kenya, which in their tongue means “trembling,” or quiver-
ing as trees do in a storm. He was a keen slave-hunter, and
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kept a large number of men, well armed with muskets. It
is an entire mistake to suppose that the slave-trade is one of
buying and selling alone ; or that engagements can be made
with labourers in Africa as they are in India ; Mariano, like
other Portuguese, had no labour to spare. He had been in
the habit of sending out armed parties on slave hunting-
forays among the helpless tribes to the north-east, and
carrying down the kidnapped victims in chains to Quilli-
mane, where they were sold by his brother-in-law Cruz
Coimbra, and shipped as ‘“Free emigrants” to the French
island of Bourbon. So long as his robberies and murders
were restricted to the natives at a distance, the authorities
did not interfere; but his men, trained to deeds of violence
and bloodshed in their slave forays, naturally began to
practise on the people nearer at hand, though belonging
to the Portuguese, and even in the village of Senna, under
the guns of the fort. A gentleman of the highest standing
told us that, while at dinner with his family, it was no un-
common event for a slave to rush into the room pursued
by one of Mariano’s men with spear in hand to murder him.

The atrocities of this villain, aptly termed by the late
governor of Quillimane a “notorious robber and murderer,”
became at length intolerable. All the Portuguese spoke of
him as a rare monster of inhumanity. It is unaccountable
why half-castes, such as he, are so much more cruel than
the Portuguese, but such is undoubtedly the case.

It was asserted that one of his favourite modes of creating
an impression in the country, and making his name dreaded,
was to spear his captives with his own hands. On one
occasion he -is reported to have thus killed forty poor
wretches placed in a row before him. We did not at first
credit these statements, and thought that they were merely
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exaggerations of the incensed Portuguese, who naturally
cnough were exasperated with him for stopping their trade,
and harbouring their runaway slaves; but we learned after-
wards from the natives, that the accounts given us by the
Portuguese had not exceeded the truth ; and that Mariano
was quite as great a ruffian as they had described him.
One expects slave-owners to treat their human chattels as
well as men do other animals of value, but the slave-trade
seems always to engender an unreasoning ferocity, if not
bloodthirstiness.

War was declared against Mariano, and a force sent to take
him; he resisted for a time ; but seeing that he was likely to
get the worst of it, and knowing that the Portuguese gover-
nors have small salaries, and are therefore “ disposed to be
reasonable,” he went down to Quillimane to ‘ arrange ” with
the Governor, as it is termed here; but Colonel da Silva
put him in prison, and then sent him for trial to Mosambique.
When we came into the country, his people were fighting
under his brother Bonga. The war had lasted six months
and stopped all trade on the river during that period. On
the 15th June we first came into contact with the “rebels.”
They appeared as a crowd of well-armed and fantastically-
dressed people under the trees at Mazaro. On explaining
that we were English, some at once came on board and called
to those on shore to lay aside their arms. On landing among
them we saw that many had the branded marks of slaves
on their chests, ‘i)ut they warmly approved our objects, and
knew well the distinctive character of our nation on the
slave question. The shout at our departure contrasted
strongly with the suspicious questioning on our approach.
Henceforth we were recognised as friends by both parties.

At a later period we were taking in wood within a mile of
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the scene of action, but a dense fog prevented our hearing the
noise of a battle at Mazaro; and on arriving there, imme-

diately after, many natives and Portuguese appeared on the
bank.

Dr. Livingstone, landing to salute some of his old
friends among the latter, found himself in the sickening
smell, and among the mutilated bodies of the slain; he was
requested to take the Governor, who was very ill of fever,
across to Shupanga, and just as he gave his assent, the rebels
renewed the fight, and the balls began to whistle about in
all directions. After trying in vain to get some one to assist
the Governor down to the steamer, and unwilling to leave
him in such danger, as the officer sent to bring our Kroomen
did not appear, he went into the hut, and dragged along his
Excellency to the ship. He was a very tall man, and as he
swayed hither and thither from weakness, weighing down
Dr. Livingstone, it must have appeared like one drunken man
helping another. Some of the Portuguese white soldiers
stood fighting with great bravery against the enemy in
front, while a few were coolly shooting at their own slaves
for fleeing into the river behind. The rebels soon retired,
and the Portuguese escaped to a sandbank in the Zambesi,
and thence to an island opposite Shupanga, where they lay for
some weeks, looking at the rebels on the mainland opposite.
This state of inactivity on the part of the Portuguese
could not well be helped, as they had expended all their am-
munition and were waiting anxiously for"supplies; hoping,
no doubt, sincerely that the enemy might not hear that
their powder had failed. Luckily their hopes were not
disappointed ; the rebels waited until a supply came, and
were then repulsed after three-and-a-half hours’ hard fighting.
Two months afterwards Mariano’s stockade was burned,
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the garrison having fled in a panic; and as Bonga declared
that he did not wish to fight with this Governor, with whom
he bad no. quarrel, the war soon came to an end. His
Excellency meanwhile, being a disciple of Raspail, had
taken nothing for the fever but a little camphor, and
after he was taken to Shupanga became comatose. More
potent remedies were administered to him, to his intense
disgust, and he soon recovered. The Colonel in attendance,
whom he never afterwards forgave, encouraged the treat-
ment. “ Give what is right; never mind him; he is very

(muito) impertinent:” and all night long, with every draught
- of water the Colonel gave a quantity of quinine: the con-
sequence was, next morning the patient was cinchonized and
better. The sketch opposite represents the scene of action,
and is interesting in an historical point of view, because the
opening in which a large old canoe, with a hole in its bottom,
is seen lying on its side, is the mouth of the creek Mutu,
which in 1861 appeared in a map published by the Portu-
guese “ Minister of Marine and the Colonies ” as that through
which the chief portion of the Zambesi, here about a mile
wide, flowed to Quillimane. In reality this creek, eight or
ten yards wide, is filled with grass, and its bed is six feet or
more above the level of the Zambesi. The side of the creek
opposite to the canoe is seen in the right of the picture, and
sloping down from the bed to one of the dead bodies, may be
marked the successive heights at which the water of the
main stream stood from flood time in March to its medium
height in June.

For sixty or seventy miles before reaching Mazaro, the
scenery is tame and uninteresting. On either hand is a
dreary uninhabited expanse, of the same level grassy plains,
with merely a few trees to relieve the painful monotony.









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































