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1931 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY

COLUMBUS, OHIO, JULY 25

even T housand at Opening Session

Judge Rutherford Arrived at
Columbus at 4:15 p.m.
Yesterday

Finds Preparations Complete

During this convention Columbus occupies the center of
the stage in the most unique chain of public concourses in
the history of the world. It will be the center of the
world’s biggest hookup of radio stations. Yes, but when
the great meetings here are a thing of the past and the
speakers are homeward bound, they will continue their
addresses at other great conventions held on immediately
succeeding days at Cleveland, Buffalo, Detroit, Chicago,
St. Louis, Indianapolis, Pittsburgh and Washington, D. C.

And when we thus envision ten conventions all in one
in the United States; we sge but a part of the picture,
for at the same time that the nine Columbus extension
conventions are taking place in the. United States,. there

~are twenty-nine CGolumbus extension coilventions taking -

place in Canada, seven taking place in Mexico, eight
taking place in the West Ind'es and South America, eight
taking place in Africa, seven taking place in Hawaii and
Asia, nine taking place in New Zealand and Australia and
eighty-eight taking place in Europe. And thus the Co-
lumbus convention extends all over the world, one hun-
dred and sixty-six conventions all in one.

What We See at Columbus Itself

What we see at Columbus itself we can easily record.
The special trains began to come in on Wednesday morn-
ing, July 22, with the convention staff on the first one,
100 workers all together, the vanguard from the Bethel,
needed in starting off the various departments, of which
The Messenger is but one.

The train arrived at Columbus at eight o’clock in the
morning. By nine o’clock some of the workers were at
their appointed tasks, and by ten o'clock meals were
being served in the big dining room, for those who
wanted them, and have been regularly served ever since.

The second special from Brooklyn came in Friday morn-
ing; other trains came in through the day, over all rail-
ways, from North, South, East and West. Some automo-
bilists arrived on the grounds by July
20, and by Wednesday night probably
fifty house-cars and trailers had made
their appearance and found their park-
ing places. Since then the number has
been added to in every daylight hour and
even into the night.

Since the first of June the friends at
Columbus have been busy making ar-
rangements to provide rooms for those
who would come. By Thursday night
they had made some six thousand as-
signments, and the number is being
rapidly increased.

The Most Important Convention Ever

Judge Rutherford has been thinking
of this convention and planning for it
sinee last December. We know that, for
it was about that time that the first com-
mittees were appointed, those that should
investigate the various grounds that
could be obtained and present recom-
mendations as to which should be en-
gaged, and why they would be the best
for the purpose.

At length it was decided that the con-
vention would be held in Columbus. In
many respects this is an ideal location.
For one thing, the Coliseum is a good
place for a big meeting. It will accommo-
date an audience of close to ten thousand
people, and while a great auditorium is
not so necessary as it was before the
* days of the radio, yet there are many
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President of the Watch Tower Bible and

Tract Society and Generalissimo of the
Convention.

The Staff Appointed by Judge Rutherford to Look After the Comfort of
the Conventioners.

The Honorable George White,
Governor of State of Ohio,
Welcomes Convention

THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS

Seven thousand conventioners greeted the governor of
Ohio as he came upon the platform of the Watch Tower
Convention, with the chairman of the convention, Anton
Koerber. : '

Victor Schmidt opened the session with these words:

T “Jehovah has again assembled his people to swell his
praise. -

Governor White will give the opening address of the
convention.”

~ As Governor White stepped forward he was greeted
heartily with applause. The high points of his address
follow:

Usually, when I welcome a convention, T am invited_to
a dinner or a banguet, but as yet I have not had an in-
vitation from the Watch Tower folks. I wish you pleas-
antgrena _r; T have<eakie= P2 from the weather mov T
am very glad to welcome a class of people who do not need
any policemen: I have not hired any extra force; you do
not need it. :

Prior to the Wall Street crash the country gave too
much attention to material things; at this time our minds
should be turned to the more serious phases of life. The
only solution to the problems of the world is that t_he
minds of the people should be taken off the more material
things and placed upon the enduring and eternal things.

Recently I have thought a great deal about how the
Pilgrims worshiped God and thanked him, and I think
that this must be our attitude if we are to perpetuate our
inheritance as a nation. ;

I am very much pleased to have this people assemble in
this community at this time; I realize that your mission
here is a good one and that the things you will leave be-
hind you are good things that will benefit the people.

The address of the governor was well received by the
conventioners and he was roundly applauded as he took
his seat.

He was followed by Anton Koerber, chairman of the
convention.

THE CHAIRMAN'S REPLY

Jehovah the King Eternal has made it
possible for his people to assemble here
in the greatest convention ever held on
earth. We come in his name and to him
we give all praise and honor and glory.

Governor White, and the good people
of Ohio, it is with pleasure I acknowledge
your greetings of welcome in behalf of
Judge Rutherford, president of The
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society,
and its delegates from various parts of
the earth assembled here in convention.

We recall the kindness accorded us
during our convention here in 1924,
which added to the joy of our return.

Many improvements have been made
in the state. Your fine transportation
facilities and good roads throughout the
state made our trip to Columbus one of
delight. T was favorably impressed with
the natural resources and high state of
agricultural development of Ohio. The
diversified scenery, to one traveling
through the state, is a real treat.

Its great lake, large rivers, beautiful
mountains, and broad fields, are real
cause for gratitude to the great Creator
who made all these things in love for his
creatures.

What a wonderful Creator we havel
He has dealt bountifully in providing
for man, and Qhio has shared well in its

people who like to see as well as hear a

portion. The whole land is fast becoming

speaker when he gives a great address,
one in which they are vitally interested.

And then the Ohio State Fair Grounds
are admirable grounds for what might
be called the physical setting of a big
convention. There are ample buildings '
for the meetings that will be held in for-

eign tongues, and other buildings in upon the driveways. The grass is kept -

plenty for all the other purposes for
which buildings are needed. The build-
ings and grounds are well kept up. There
is ample shade. The drives and walks
are in excellent condition. There is all
the room that would be needed to park|
fifteen hundred cars without intruding |

mown; the flower beds are kept up; it is
a very attractive area on the edge of one
of America’s attractive cities. Columbus
has many fine homes, and the State Fair
Grounds are adjacent to the best section
of the city.

a veritable paradise.

If man could but enjoy it forever in
good health, at peace with God and his
fellow man, his life would be complete.

It is Jehovah’s purpose he shall have
that blessed opportunity. Men and women

In the physical lay-out of the grounds|have longed for that time, and we are

(Continued on page 2, Col. 1)
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(Continued on page 2, Col. 8)
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The Columbus Convention Will Have Its Closing Sessions Next Friday, Saturday and
Sunday in 166 Cities in Every Part of the Earth. Here They Are.
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Finds Preparations Complete
(Continued from page 1, Col. 8)
the tral point of interest i%&.‘?i}] hio
Hougﬁl It is purposely egainte white,
and is the only building of that color on
the grounds. It is lecated approximately
in the center of the buildings, or rather
a little to the front of the center. This
entire building is given over to Judge
Rutherford and his staff. The general
oversight of everything that goes on at
the convention will be centered at The

Ohio House.

Just back of The Ohio House, to the
northeast of it, is the Administration
Building. It is just what its name im-
plies. It is here that the chairman and
the assistant chairman of the convention
have their offices. Here is the cashier,
the director of instrumental music and
of vocal mus’e, and a headquarters for
the reportorial staff of The Messenger.

North of the Administration Building
is the Coliseum, which houses the In-
formation Bureau, subscription offices of
The Messenger, and the various sub-
divisions of the Service and Colporteur
Departments, which, in this convention, is
one of its greatest features. Here you

will find too, the Post Office, Telegraph, |

writing tab!eg;, rooming assignment, and
other conveniences for the friends.

To the west of the Coliseum is the
Restaurant and Book Room. The Res-
taurant is really thirteen cafeterias in
one. Fach one of the thirteen sections is
complete in itself, equipped with eight
waiters, who minister to the needs of the
hungry. There are sixty people in the
kitchen. It is estimated that at the
thirteen counters and upon the 200
tables in this great room four thousand
people can be accommodated at one sit-
ting.

At one end of the great dining room
there were piled on Friday morning
thousands of paper bags each of which
contains Judge Rutherford’s books and
booklets. These books and booklets are
now printed in forty-eight languages.
Many of these tongues are represented
in the literature now about to be placed
in Golumbus and vicinity, but, of course,
as Columbus and vicinity have no great
foreign population there is less need for
some of the tongues here than there
would be in a place like Paris, where one
of our great conventions was held less
than two months ago. We hope every
conventioner will call at the Book Room
and take away with them combination
No. 1, No. 2 or No. 3

The piles of books looked very neat
and orderly. It was an inspiring thing
to think of the thousands of workers
that would be taking those bags of books
around, within the next few. days, and

of the tens of thousands of messages of
God’s kingdom, the only hope for the
world, that they vlvlould ht;;%xg.ing Alﬁ
homes #ll thyough this pr—t io.
rparts 6 Oliio that (l::f {B'é “reached by
| automobile in a day will be covered by
these workers. We shall have more de-
tails about this later.

Up stairs, over the Book Room, is the
sign painting department, and =2re, on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday four
expert sign painters were making all
kinds of signs such as would be needed
to minister to the comfort of ten thou-
sand guests, each of whom will wish to
know where to go, and many of whom
would be sure to go into some places they
ought not to go unless carefully steered
in the right direction.

Around to the south of The Ohio
House, Building No. 2 will accommodate
Russian sessions of the convention, No.
4, the Greek sessions of the convention,
and No. 5, the Italian sessions. The re-
hearsals of music, and especially for the
chain programs, are had in a portion of
the structure that houses the Greek ses-
sions.

Building No. 29 accommodates the
Polish sections of the convention, No.
41, the Hungarian and Luthuanian sec-
tions (Hungarian in the main part of
the structure and Lithuanian in the al-
cove), and Building No. 43, of rustic de-
sign, almost in front of the Ohio House,
accommodates the Slovak section.

The Grandstand, which is Building
No. 68, in its section No, 11 will accom-
modate the German-speaking friends,
while in its section No. 2 the Ukrainian
friends will be accommodated.

Alighting

Between the Grandstand and The Ohio
| House is the Baby Nursery, located on
| the top floor of a two-story building, and
{equipped with cribs, sand piles, toys, bed-
| ding, mosquito netting and whatever is
| necessary to keep little folks busy and
contented and safe while parents are
elsewhere. Nurses are provided. The
hospital is next door.

The story about the campers, the hun-
dreds of house-cars and trailers, the
camp of the front line soldiers in this
great battle of Jehovah against all un-
truth and unrighteousness is a separate
story in itself and will be told in a fu-
ture issue.

You sometimes have company at your
house, don’t you? And if there are to be
lots of guests, there is plenty of ex-
citement long before the guests arrive.
| There has to be. Now suppose there are
to be a dozen guests. That would be
quite a houseful. It would be necessary
to make some unusual provisions, if the
guests were to run to twenty-five, fifty
or a hundred.

God reflected in the works of his hands
in the heavens and earth, it must be ap-
parent to all that he never purposed his
creatures to live here just long enough
to learn to love the things he provided,
form strong ties of friendship, and then
to die, leaving it all behind. He has
promised that some day it shall be dif-
ferent. That day is at hand. It is God’s
will that all shall know about it, and it
is our happy privilege, as his witnesses,
to bear this good news to the people of
Ohio, and to all peoples of good will
throughout the earth.

Knowing the end from the beginning,
Jehovah foretold of the radio and pro-
vided it as his means of conveying his
message to the people.

It is a remarkable fact that radio was
discovered at the very time God com-
mands the good news of his kingdom
shall go to all nations.

Next Sunday, by Jehovah’s providence,
his message will be heard in the great-
est broadecast ever arranged, reaching
the people from Alaska to Awustralia

But suppose there were to be a thou-| and including every state in the United
sand guests; the work would be multi-| States, and covering Europe, Canada,
plied tenfold; and if there were to be ten | Mexico, Cuba, Hawaii, British Guiana,

thousand (and it is anticipated that
there will be that many or more at Co-
lumbus) the responsibility is still greater
and provision must be made long ahead,
looking to every possible contingency.

The Chairman’s Reply
(Continued from page 1, Col. 4)
confident this good news will make their

hearts glad.
When we consider the wisdom of our

on Ohio Soil after His Drive from the Headquarters of the Society
in New York City.

| and virtually every place where it can
be heard by radio.

All the peoples of earth need God’s
help. Jehovah is man’s real friend and
benefactor. He has promised to establish
his kingdom upon the earth forever,
through his son Christ Jesus, and bless
all the families of the earth. His prom-
ises are sure. It is God’s will that his
people shall come together at this time
to consider his purposes and with con-
fidence declare them to others as his
witnesses. .

We are therefore assembled as chil-
dren of the Most High, as one family in
Christ, with one purpose to honor the
King Eternal and as one man to obey his
| commands by joyfully doing the work
he commands us to do. We are glad to
have a part in the Lord’s work, and take
this occasion to invite you, Governor
White and all the people, to hear the
message next Sunday and join in prais-
ing our God.

The conveniences you have so gra-
ciously placed at our disposal, this large
Coliseum with its spacious grounds, to-
gether with the fine hospitality shown
by the officers and everyone with whom
we have come in contact, has greatly
added to our comfort and happiness, 3

In behalf of Judge Rutherford and
this entire congress, I thank you for
your kindness and assure you, Governor
White, this whole assembly agrees with

me in declaring it is fine of you to come
here and personally welcome us in this
manner, and we appreciate it.
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The lnternational European Conventions

Planned by Brother Rutherford for the Convenience
of Our Brethren Across the Atlantic Who
Could Not Come to Columbus

The G_rgiest
Ever Held

In Europe

Let’s Join the Party That
Accompanied the Judge

“All ashore that are going ashore.”
The deck steward gave his last call for
all visitors to get off the boat; the gang
planks were lowered and at 12:01 a. m.
Saturday, May 9, the great ship began
to slowly move away from the pier. The
deep, bass, steam whistle gave a long
blast as a parting notice to the city of
New York that the SS. Rotterdam was

once more leaving for Europe. This time
she carried Judge Rutherford and his
small party of assistants to attend the
Watch Tower conventions in Paris, Ber-v
lin, Copenhagen and London.

Life aboard the ship was a very happy
one for our little party. Each morning |
Brother Rutherford invited us to have|
a study on one of the articles on Mor- |
decai and Esther which had just started
to come out in The Wateh Tower. Every |
esson left us on “pins and needles” of an-
thpatmn and expectation for the next
morning’s study. If the trip had been
limited to those morning studies, it
would have been blessing enough, but
the Lord had even mofe in store for us.
During one of these meetings, Brother
Rutherford, by way of illustrating how
the Haman class was conspiring against |
the Mordecai and Esther class, told us|
about a letter he had received from Ger-
many before leaving Brooklyn. This let-
ter threatened him with arrest and im-
prisonment if he addressed the public
and spoke against the clergy while in
Germany. It so happened that a big
public meeting was being arranged as
one of the features of the Berlin con-
vention. In spite of the letter he sent
instructions to the Magdeburg office to
go ahead with their preparations for the
public meeting, Further than this he
did not tell us what he was going to say
or do. You can imagine the interest this
gave us in the Esther articles as we
learned how Haman plotted against Mor-
decai and the Jews and what happened
to him., What would happen in Berlin?
That was the question in our minds.

The trip across the ocean was a very
delightful one. On Sunday, May 17, we
arrived at Plymouth, where a party of
friends met Brother Rutherford, who dis-
embarked to spend a few days in Lon-
don. On Friday of that week he went
to Paris for the first big convention
Paris had ever had.

Arranging for the European Conventions and the Columbus Convention and Extensions Requires a Prodigious

Amount of Planning and Decisions.

What a convention that was! The
Berne office, which made the arrange-
ments with the assistance of the breth-
ren at the Society’s headquarters in
Paris, had engaged the Salle Playel, the
newest and best equipped hall there, for
the entire convention. With one large
hall seating about 8,000, and two sma.ler
halls seating about 200 and 500 respec-
tively, it provided exce.lent accommo-
dations for the various meetings. In all
there were about 3,000 brethren at
the convention from all parts of
Europe, from Asia and from America.
The total number to come from England
was 7T78. Germany sent a delega-
tion of 1,450 brethren and 551 Polish
brethren reported to assist the 200
French brethren in giving a real wit-
ness to the King and Kingdom in

Paris. The final count showed that
among the 3,000 there were 23 different
nationalities represented. This made
the handling of the meetings a very diffi-
cult problem. But fortunately all who
were there ecould understand English,
French, German or Polish, hence it was
necessary to make arrangements for hay-
ing the various lectures translated into
only these four languages.

Brother Rutherford seemed to be ab-
solutely untiring in his administration

traveled miles to hear the comforting
news which he had to bring to them from
God’s Word. One morning, for example, |
| he spoke to the French brethren, and as
he spoke, each sentence had to be trans-
lated by another brother into French.
Talking in this manner is a great strain

Here He Is Keeping Two Secretaries Busy with Preliminary Work.

on the speaker. Having talked to them
for a full hour, after only a few minutes
interval he went into the large hall and
spoke to the German, Polish and English
brethren. This meant that two inter-
preters had to translate for the audience
each sentence as he spoke it. It was
amazing to us how he was able to do
it, and certainly proved to us that the
Lord aids one in accomplishing his pur-
poses. At other times when the brethren
of all the nationalities assembled to-

to the needs of these brethren who had|gether in the same hall, three interpret-

ers translated his talks into Polish,
French and German.

On Monday evening arrangements
had been made for the public meeting.
We had been looking forward to this
with interest. You will probably re-

member, from The Watch Tower’s report

Their Visible Leader—About to Give Instructions
“Une Grande Armee,”

to the Paris Division of

Three Thousand at Paris—From Twenty-Three Countries.

Count Noses, if You

Like, but Don’t Overlook Those in the Spacious Balcony.
The Camera Wasn't Large Enough.
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